
Joseph Hilarius Eckhel (1737-1798), professor of classics at the University of Vienna and director of the cabinet of
coins and antiquities of the imperial collections, is the founding father of numismatic science. His main work, the
Doctrina numorum veterum (8 vols, Vienna 1792-1798), revolutionized research on ancient coins in a
methodological perspective; some of its parts have never been superseded and retain their value to date. Still, there
is no comprehensive modern monographic treatment of Eckhel and his fundamental contribution to numismatics:
our knowledge is mainly based on 19th century studies, whose approach and methodology are completely outdated.
Thus, the ways and means of the shaping of Eckhel's system and method, which were instrumental in building his
reputation, remain largely unknown.

The re-discovery of a most important group of 165 scholarly letters addressed to Eckhel by 38 numismatists and
classicists from all over Europe in the archives of the Coin Cabinet of the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna
provides the occasion for this research project on Eckhel - the first of its kind. It will be conducted in the
framework of "Fontes Inediti Numismaticae Antiquae (FINA)", a recently inaugurated international project under
the patronage of the Austrian Academy of Sciences and the Académie Royale de Belgique, which is dedicated to
the publication of manuscript sources illuminating the history of numismatic scholarship. The letters to Eckhel,
which are mainly in French, Italian, Latin and German, will all be transcribed and edited, a numismatic
commentary on them will be provided, and they will be analyzed in detail for their implications for the modern
understanding of the discipline. They will be published in a monograph, and the texts will also be made available
on the Internet, free of charge.

Furthermore, preliminary investigations in other European archives have brought to light single letters as well as
groups of letters written by Eckhel to his correspondents, which complement the documents preserved in Vienna.
They will be studied and published in our project, too. In this way, it will be possible to reconstruct the
correspondence of the "Father of Numismatics" with some scholars in its entirety. Thus, Eckhel's scientific activity
can for the first time be analyzed on the basis of all sources available. The letters may be expected to shed new
light not only on the history of scholarship of the period, but, more generally, also on European social and
intellectual history as a whole.

In the framework of the project, the two-day congress "Ars Critica Numaria. Joseph Eckhel and the Development
of Numismatic Method" will be organized. It is to be held at Vienna's "Alte Universität" (currently the main
building of the Austrian Academy of Sciences), where Eckhel used to lecture. The congress proceedings will be
edited by the project team.
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